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NAVIGATING A RIVER BY ITS BENDS 
A COMPARISON OF CAMBODIAN REMIGRATION
This PhD dissertation grew out of the question why Cambodian American and Cambodian
French returnees employ different strategies in working for Cambodia. Why does the fi rst 
group often start an NGO and the latter rather work for Cambodian government? 
The study explores, describes, analyzes and compares narratives on migration, institutional
entrepreneurial activity and return by a small sample of these returnees. This has resulted 
in the construction of multiple case studies that illustrate the experiences and activities of 
Cambodian American and Cambodian French transnational institutional entrepreneurs. 
The central research question is: “In what ways do fi rst generation Cambodian French 
and Cambodian American returnees create and employ their social capital in institutional 
entrepreneurial activities upon return?” This subject is linked to the societal debate on the 
ways in which the broad spectrum of institutional entrepreneurial activities, as visible in, 
for instance, (inter)national aid organizations and the government sector, may impact the 
development of an emerging nation.  
After spending two years in Cambodia as a strategy- and 
management advisor to the Ministry of Environment, Gea 
Wijers (1972) started working on a PhD research inquiring 
into Cambodian returnees as institutional entrepreneurs. 
She is part of the Cambodia Research Group at the Vrije 
Universiteit Amsterdam. Her research is part of an integrated 
programme entitled: “Competing hegemons. Foreign 
dominated processes of development in Cambodia” funded
by the Netherlands Organization for Social Research’ (NWO) 
Science for Global Development department (WOTRO). 
See also: www.cambodiaresearch.org.
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